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KLEC APPOINTMENTS

Three offi  cers representing law 
enforcement training academies 
were appointed to serve in new 
roles on the Kentucky Law 
Enforcement Council. 

In October 2011, Gov. Steve Beshear signed an 
executive order adding the agency heads of three 
training academies: the Kentucky Department of 
Criminal Justice Training, Lexington Division of 
Police and Louisville Metro Police Department. 
Th e Kentucky State Police is already represented.

“Th is move ensures that the entities charged 
with developing the standards for all law enforce-
ment and peace offi  cers in the commonwealth are 
working hand in hand with the agencies respon-
sible for training those offi  cers,” Beshear said of 
the move. 

Th e KLEC governs training for all the state’s 
law enforcement. Th e council is charged with cer-
tifying and approving law enforcement training 
schools, training instructors and curriculum, as 
well as administering the Peace Offi  cer Profession-
al Standards certifi cation process and monitor-
ing the Kentucky Law Enforcement Foundation 
Program Fund.

Th e three agency heads each have designated 
individuals to represent them on the council. Th e 
new members who were named from the individu-
al agencies are:

DePartment of criminal 
Justice traininG oPerations 
Division Director charles melville
Melville has served DOCJT since 2005 and was ap-
pointed director in 2008. By participating in the 
council’s discussions and decision-making pro-
cesses, Melville said DOCJT can better serve those 
who depend on the agency.

“Th e ability to have a ‘seat at the table,’ to have 
a direct voice on the many issues the council 
tackles that aff ects the training we develop and 
present, is a benefi t for each of the academies,” 
Melville said. “In my position as the director of 
training operations for DOCJT, I have regular 
contact with POST (Peace Offi  cer Standards and 
Training) directors and training academies from 
across the country. Many states are dealing with 
similar issues as we are and have come up with 
unique solutions. I hope that those contacts and 
associations will be a benefi t to KLEC as we move 
forward.”

New Members Appointed to the 
Kentucky Law Enforcement Council

Melville

Robison

Weathers

kelly foreman | PuBLiC iNFORMATiON OFFiCER

TT lexinGton Division of Police 
commanDer lawrence weathers
A veteran of nearly 23 years, Weathers joined the train-
ing academy in March 2011 after serving as command-
er of the Bureau of Patrol. Weathers echoed Melville’s 
sentiments about the importance of each Kentucky 
academy’s voice being represented.

“What I hope is that it means a better relation-
ship among all police departments across the state,” 
Weathers said of his appointment. “Hopefully, it will 
put everybody on the same page as far as training goes, 
and one particular organization won’t be receiving or 
have access to training that the other ones do not.”

louisville metro Police 
DePuty chief vince robison
A 24-year veteran representing the largest police 
agency in Kentucky, Robison stressed the importance 
of coordinating LMPD’s eff orts with those of the rest of 
Kentucky law enforcement.

“From looking at what other states do, it is impor-
tant to have a governing agency to look for best prac-
tices and ensure the quality of the education we give 
our offi  cers,” he said. “We are trying to get input from 
all diff erent sized agencies throughout the state. Th ere 
is value in the input from the smallest to the medium 
to the largest.”

other membershiP chanGes
In addition to the newly-appointed agency represen-
tatives, two members recently were appointed to fi ll 
positions on the council. Anderson County Sheriff  Troy 
Young will serve as a representative of Kentucky’s sher-
iff s. Young was appointed by Gov. Beshear.

“Kentucky has gone above and beyond, and I’m just 
really impressed with how we have taken the lead over 
a lot of other states and set the standard for training in 
all law enforcement,” he said. “When we get a cadet out 
of the academy, he is well trained in law enforcement.”

Rowan County Sheriff  Chief Deputy Joseph Cline 
also will join the council, representing and appointed 
by the Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police. Cline 
has served the sheriff ’s offi  ce for nearly four years, fol-
lowing his retirement as chief of the Morehead State 
University Police Department. 

“It is important to have a representation of the 
chiefs, because KLEC is the group that helps set and 
shape the future of law enforcement,” Cline said. “I am 
proud to have been selected to be a part of the tradi-
tion of excellence that KLEC has shown throughout 
the years.”  J


